
Lector Instructions

Please dress appropriately –perhaps a little nicer than usual- to be in the sanctuary. Keep modesty and honor of our Lord in mind. If your shirt has something written across the front, it can be very distracting.  

Be at the church at least 15 minutes before Mass. Do not fiddle with the microphone. If it is resting on the pulpit, it is fine. Check its position before Mass.
Also check:  
Lectionary –be sure it is open on the pulpit to the appropriate reading*
Prayers of the Faithful and announcements - read both beforehand to familiarize yourself with them. If you aren’t sure of name pronunciations, please ask someone to help you. If they aren’t on the pulpit, check in the sacristy.

Introductory Rites
Penitential Rite
Kyrie (Lord have mercy…)
Gloria (not in Advent or Lent)
Opening Prayer

FIRST Reading --do not start until the people are quieted and still. Say, "A reading from the book of....” That is all. Do not elaborate. Read slowly.  
Our beloved, now-deceased, Marilyn Hall often said, “If you think you’re going too slowly, you’re not.”
Enunciate your words.  Let your voice “hit” the back wall of the church.  PROCLAIM the Word of God.  
End with, “The word of the Lord,” – nothing else.

Responsorial Psalm (usually sung)

SECOND Reading --wait 20 seconds or so before beginning. (It’s been suggested that the amount of time it takes to pray a Hail Mary is good.) Don’t just jump up to start the second reading. 
End with, “The word of the Lord,” – nothing else.
When you're done, put the Lectionary under the pulpit, being careful not to hit it.

Alleluia (not during Lent – then it is “Praise to you, glory and praise...”)
Gospel and Homily
Profession of Faith

Prayers of the Faithful

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Holy Communion

After Communion...after the Extraordinary Ministers are out of the sacristy...after Father and the deacon are seated...wait about 20 seconds then get up to read the announcements. Do NOT say 'announcements'. Just read them.  

When the closing song begins, the servers will head out of the sanctuary. You also go down and stand in front of them, facing the altar. Do NOT take the lectionary or the Book of the Gospels with you. When Father and the deacon bow to the altar, you do the same. Walk out when they turn around. Again, you are not ‘with’ them, but in front of them.  

You are responsible for getting your own substitute if you cannot read at your scheduled time.  

Thank you for your service.

Please familiarize yourself with the server instructions. The children will automatically look to you, as an adult, if they have questions.

*appropriate readings~~~~~Look in the missallette to see which Sunday we're on. The lectionary will say the same thing but WITHOUT dates. You can also find them online at http://www.usccb.org/nab/. The reading of the day will pop up. You can find different days by looking at the calendar on the right.  
Please practice at home. Read aloud to someone, asking for feedback. Read in front of a mirror.  
Please be aware that the readings are often in long sentences. Breaking them down into phrases is often helpful.  


